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From the President... 
 

Dear PTA Family, 
 

PTA is a wonderful association and offers an unbelievable wealth 

of resources.  The most important is human resources.  The rich 

history of PTA begins and ends with the members who give their 

time, talent and resources to improve the quality of life for the 

children and families we serve.  One such person was Mrs. Narvie 

J. Harris, past President of the Georgia Congress of Colored Par-

ents and Teachers.  Mrs. Harris had the pleasure of knowing one 

of our PTA founders, Mrs. Selena Sloan Butler. Mrs. Harris had wonderful stories 

about the work she and others had done to improve the quality of life for children in 

Georgia.  Several state board members and I attended Mrs. Harrisô funeral. Leslie 

Cushman, Immediate Past President gave tribute on behalf of PTA and read a resolu-

tion authored by Past President and friend Valerie Martin and signed by me.  Mrs. 

Harrisô spirit will live inside each of us who admired her will, strength and passion. 

 With four months of the school year gone, ask yourself these questions:  

Is our unit in good standing?  

       What have we accomplished?  

    How have children benefited from the work weôve done?  

              Have any members of your board completed any e-learning courses?  

                                  Are you completing the PTA basics?   

                                          What are the PTA basics? 
 

The basics are: membership, quality leadership, and a good working relationship 

with your school administration and community. 
 

TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL PTA 

Attend training as often as possible.  Your skills need to be the best they can 

be if you are to provide effective leadership. 

Every PTA is a non-profit business and every officer should be trained in 

and understand fully the financial responsibilities 

PTA has the authority and will prosecute to the fullest extent of the law 

members who misuse, misappropriate, steal, and/or embezzle PTA funds. 

This year, every local unit needs to have their elections completed by March 

or early April so you can submit officers contact information to the state of-

fice by May 1, 2010.  This is necessary so your transition meetings are com-

pleted early enough to register for the Convention Leadership Training              

June 25-26, 2010. 

Local unit officers and committee chairs that come to training are more 

likely to have a successful PTA year. Those that have elections late April or 

May miss the opportunity for training, donôt receive the information they 

need until August and September and struggle during the year. 

If you have a question about PTA policy or procedures, please email your 

council leadership first. 

             (continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1)      WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IN THE MONTHS AHEAD?  

Amend your bylaws so elections are held in March each year. 

Amend your budget to include funds to send members to PTA Day at the Capitol in February, send students   

       to the Youth PTA Day at the Capitol in March and to Convention Leadership Training in June. 

Ask parents and caregivers to read labels and reduce the amount of sugar they give to children. Help us fight  

       childhood obesity. 

Schedule a quality parent program called, ñIt Takes a Parent.ò Used effectively, it instructs parents on how to 

       read and understand the test scores of the children. 

Take great care of the PTA funds.  Make sure you are getting a Treasurerôs report every month. 

Ask your board to go online at www.pta.org and participate in the e-learning courses.  Look for and participate 

      in the Georgia PTA webinars coming soon. 

Submit your audit to the state office and 990 to the IRS, if you havenôt already.  Ask for help if you need it. 

Local unit officers contact your council officers if you need help or have questions.  Council officers contact  

       your district officers if you need help or have questions. 

Participate in the ñBe Thereò program sponsored by WSB-TV. 

Join us for the Georgia PTA Family Day with the Atlanta Falcons and Buffalo Bills ï Game day on Sunday,  

       December 27, 2009.  Order Forms available very soon. Tickets are $35.00 and $5.00 per ticket will be returned  

       to the local unit. Sell as many tickets as you can but make sure everyone who purchases a ticket is a PTA mem 

       ber! This is a PTA member benefit. The public canôt get tickets at these prices. We purchased 2,500 tickets for  

       the Braves Family Day Game and local PTAs received $3 for ticket they purchased. 

If your PTA didnôt participate in Reflections, make a note to send someone to Convention Leadership Training in 

June so your PTA can participate next year. Itôs the one single PTA program for children and encourages them to 

participate in the Arts. The Arts increase critical thinking and stimulates creative thinking. This is an easy way to 

help increase student achievement. 

 We are proud to announce our collaboration with Georgia Public Broadcasting and Wachovia Bank in the 

Academic All-Star Athletes program. The initial request for nominations for a male and female high school senior 

meeting the criteria was outstanding.  One female and male student will be spotlighted for the next 27 weeks on GPB 

TV and GPB radio during 2009-2010. Students from PTA schools will also be highlighted on the Georgia PTA web-

site. 

 Last, but not least, there have been several questions about whether a student can be a member of PTA. 

The answer is Yes.  Students in elementary, middle and high school may join an elementary, middle or high school 

PTA or PTSA.  Students share the same rights of membership as any other member. Each local unit may enroll stu-

dents in a PTA or a PTSA.  The student may also run for office in a PTA or a PTSA.  Membership in PTA could be an 

empowering experience for a student especially when they are included in the planning and execution of meetings, 

responsible for recording minutes, giving the inspiration, helping with the membership campaign, etc.  Please con-

tinue to ask people to join PTA in December, January, February and March. 

 Thank you and your families for all you have done to help us reach our goals and help children reach their 

potential.  Have a wonderful Winter break! 

Sheila 
Sheila Cornelius, President 

president@georgiapta.org 
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    GEORGIA CONGRESS OF COLORED PARENTS AND TEACHERS  

 Georgia has lost a great woman.  Narvie J. Harris touched the lives of thousands of par-

ents, teachers, students and supporters of public education.  She passed away on October 30, 

2009 at the Atlanta Medical Center.  Narvie J. Harris was an educator, leader, innovator, and 

mentor for countless individuals. 

 Mrs. Harris was raised in Atlanta and educated in the Atlanta Public Schools.  She re-

ceived her Bachelors degree from Clark College, Masters from Atlanta University and attended 

several other universities.  She taught at the elementary, high school and college levels and 

served as Instructional Supervisor in the DeKalb County School System.  Mrs. Harris has a DeKalb County elementary 

school named in her honor.  Mrs. Harris, at the request of Georgia Governor, Lester Maddox, served on the Advisory 

Board for the Governorôs Conference on Education.  At the request of then Governor Jimmy Carter Mrs. Harris was se-

lected as part of the Georgia Partners of America, visiting Brazil.   

 In 1966 Narvie J. Harris, serving as the vice president of the Georgia Colored Congress of Parents and Teachers, 

became hospitalized at the same time as the president Blanche Baldwin.  Mrs. Harris was still in the hospital when Mrs. 

Baldwin passed away.  Mrs. Harris recuperated and presided at her first state convention in 1967 in Augusta, Ga.   

 For four years Mrs. Harris brought greetings from the Georgia Colored Congress to the Georgia Congress of 

Parents and Teachers during their annual convention.  Narvie Harris worked in various capacities with GA PTA presi-

dents Leland Bagwell, Ann Woodward and Leason Hart.  In 1967 the Georgia Congress of Parents and Teachers be-

stowed an Honorary Life Membership on Narvie Harris.  The fifty years of parallel Parent-Teacher Association organi-

zations in Georgia was ending.  During their separate existence both congresses worked together on issues and projects, 

often attending the same conferences within and outside of the state.   

      With segregation finally ending, The National PTA and The National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers 

began talks about unification years before.  Both National Congresses submitted the unification plan to the Board of 

Managers of the NCPT at its meeting in Dallas, Texas on January 28, 1970.  It was unanimously approved. 

      The unification was effective on July 1, 1970.  The unification ceremony took place in Atlanta, on June 22, 1970 

during the NCCPT annual convention.  The location of Atlanta was fitting as the two founders of the respective organi-

zations were Georgia natives.  Mrs. Harris attended the ceremony on that day and remembered how inspirational and 

moving the unification was.  The Georgia Congress of Colored Parents needed to officially vote to dissolve their organi-

zation.  Mrs. Harris as President of the GCCPTA presided at the annual meeting in March in Columbus, Georgia.  The 

Georgia Congresses officially merged in 1971.    

 Narvie continued to be active in PTA; NPTA President Jan Domene bestowed an honorary National PTA Life-

time Achievement Award during the rededication program in Atlanta recognizing her friend and confidant, National 

PTA Founder Selena Sloan Butler.  Narvieôs legacy will be felt for generations to come.  We will miss her. 

 

~Leslie Cushman 

Past President Georgia PTA 

 

 

 

 

GA PTA Past Presidents: 

Front Row, far right: Narvie J. Harris  

Administ rat ion of  President Narv ie J.  Harr is  
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   SUPPORT:  THE STUFF WEôRE MADE OF! 
 

We often point to all the tangible benefits of membership as reasons to join, and stay with, PTA®.  

There certainly are quite a few of them: from 501(c)3 status to insurance to the huge number of  

online and print resources availableˈfree̍ for parents and leaders and anyone else who wants to 

support the education and health of children.  But training, tax exemptions, and Take Your Family 

to School Week Awards have never been the real reason why people joined PTA.  We join because 

we want to be part of a community, one that accomplishes so much on behalf of our kids. 

 

Everywhere you look these days, you can see a need for stronger communities.  We have an econ-

omy that is forcing millions of capable workers without jobs to rely on their families, friends, and neighbors just to 

survive.  We have profoundly heartbreaking surges in youth violence that beg someone, anyone, to intervene.  We 

have schools graduating fewer students and dropping more critical classroom and technical learning opportunities.  

After 113 years of bringing together families, schools, and communities, it's clear that the PTA family has never been 

needed more in America than right now. 

 

The PTA family works on behalf of every child in our country.  You can see it when we go to Capitol Hill to help 

pass better child nutrition laws and when we go to the White House to work on volunteer initiatives that encourage 

more people serve their school communities.  But we work on a local level, too.  In states and counties across the 

land, PTA is the one promoting parent involvement, helping school boards and parents come together, and the only 

ones with staff motivated not by profit, but by a mission to help your children achieve.  We are more than a magazine, 

more than a chat roomˈwe are literally in your hometown whenever you need us.  The PTA family is a genuine net-

work of support, made up of real people you've seen with your own eyes and who have helped you with their own 

hands.  Support.  That's what family is for, and what makes our communities healthy. 

 

The solution to so many of our problems can be found by people simply engaging one another: not just online, but in 

homes, schools, cities, and statehouses.  That's how we can help our children, and where we'll find the incredible 

strength we'll need to be successful in our mission.  I am proud of your efforts and look forward to engaging everyone 

in our PTA family. Thank you! 

 

 

Charles J. ñChuckò Saylors 

National PTA President 

PTA.org/chucksaylors 
 

OUR CHILDREN MAGAZINE  

The newest edition of National PTA's magazine, Our Children, is all about how families can be-

come advocates for their children at school and communicate better with teachers and school 

staff. The October/November includes articles on proper nutrition, healthy lifestyles, and an in-

terview with Arkansas Sen. Blanche Lincoln. See http://pta.org/pta_magazine.asp 

Go to www.pta.org  for more information on Parenting magazine! 

From the National President  
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COUNCIL LEADERS  

CALL FOR 2010 KEY TEAM & CLT VOLUNTEERS  

LOCAL UNIT OFFICERS...COUNCILS ARE HERE TO COVER YOU!  
  

Hello to allé 

 My name is Deirdre Pierce and I am the new Councils Chair for GA PTA, and what an awesome group of 

leaders I have the privilege of working with!   

  As local unit leaders you probably have wondered - What is a Council anyway; and why do Council leaders 

always seem to get involved in our local unit business? 

 Well, for one thing, we are a group of volunteers like yourselves, who serve as your role models.  To ensure 

that your leadership is the best it can be, we provide training opportunities for you and your fellow officers, encour-

age you to lead by example, continually advocate for children and be good stewards over the funds entrusted to you 

by your membership.  When and if challenges come your way, we want you to feel confident that someone is there 

for you to lean on for help.   

  Remember, we are a Teaméand Teamwork always ensures success! 

  

Have a great year! 

Deirdre 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

THE 2009 GEORGIA PTA KEY TEAM WAS SUCH A SUCCESS,  

BUT WE NEED A FEW NEW RECRUITS FOR 2010! 
 
Donna Kosicki and Marty Berry are the 2010 Convention Leadership Training Committee Co-Chairs, please contact 

them if you are willing to serve on the state committee and in particular would like to volunteer to serve on the Key 

Team.  The Key Team is the core volunteer group responsible for acting as our hosts and hostesses. Assignments for 

the convention range from stuffing our convention bags on Thursday to clean up on Saturday afternoon and every-

thing in between. Visit the Georgia PTA website for board contact information and updates about the 2010 Conven-

tion Leadership Training and plan to invite your parents, leaders, teachers, principals, superintendents, and school 

board members.  It's Back to Basics and we all need to be on the same road to PTA success! 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 KEY TEAM VOLUNTEERS  

(not in order) Tina Howard, James Ojeda, Kathy Rechsteiner, Pat Photianos, Wendy Vaughn, Loren Eischeid, Deidre 

Hill, Lori Sweet, Sandra Perrino, Melody Totten, Jane Leonard, Consuela Scott, Adrienne Clark, Theda Akigbogun, 

Tracey Jones, Deidre Pierce, Charlotte Burton-Williams, Gigi Hines, Debbie Roth, Dawn Perlotto, and Tonia Hardy; 

Co-Chairs: Marty Berry & Joan Duff  


